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      TIPS FOR PICKING 
the perfect wedding           DESTINATION

EDITOR'S LETTER

Selecting the perfect location for your 
upcoming wedding away is probably the 
most important decision you will make 
outside of the person you’re choosing to 
say “I do” to. The destination carries over 
into basically every other decision you will 
make, so its significance is paramount.

I’m often asked, “How did you choose 
your destination when you got married?” 
Being the founder of the magazine, I have 
been lucky enough to visit many special 
places in the years we’ve been on the 
newsstand, but when it came time for my 
own destination “I do’s,” I knew it was 
about more than just a pretty backdrop 
or a fancy resort. Some destinations truly 
lend themselves to weddings, where 
others might be more geared towards a 
honeymoon or family vacation. Here are 
four things to consider in order to make 
an informed decision when selecting your 
wedding getaway locale.

1. Land or sea?
If you’re a mountain lover, enjoy wine 
country, medieval castles or are more 
the fun-in-the-sun and sand type, this will 
greatly narrow down where you might 
consider. Not all destination weddings 
have to be on the beach! Check out 
destinations like New Orleans (pg. 30) or 
Sonoma (pg. 34). Maybe even the cliffs of 
Scotland are more up your alley (pg. 50). 
Start with this question and make sure 
you’re both truly on the same page before 
you make your final decision when it 
comes to the type of destination.

2. How far do people have to travel? 
Once you’ve narrowed down your 
choices, start doing the math on how 
many hours your loved ones will have to 
travel. This could factor-in as a tie-breaker 
if you are torn between a couple of 
places. The closer your wedding location 
is and the easier it is to get to will impact 
the number of people who opt to attend. 

3. Is it a “wedding friendly” destination?
Dreaming of getting married in a remote 
place can be fun in theory, but not always 
in practice. If you want the standard 
trimmings of a wedding – floral displays, 
DJ or live band, wedding cake, lighting 
and décor, furniture rentals, etc., then 

make sure the destination you’ve chosen 
is able to accommodate your desires. If 
the nearest florist is four hours from the 
remote cabin in the middle of a rainforest 
you’ve dreamt of, but you can’t imagine 
forgoing the cascading bouquet and 
hanging floral chandelier for the reception, 
perhaps a compromise is in order. There 
are plenty of places around the world that 
feel secluded, yet still cater to weddings. 
If you really want to have that “off-the-
beaten-path” experience, perhaps save it 
for the honeymoon. 

4. What is the cost?
Your cost is only one side of the financial 
coin to consider. Before you select a 
wedding destination, consider the costs 
for your guests. Keep in mind, no matter 
someone’s financial situation, they may or 
may not want to spend a lot of money to 
attend your wedding. If the resort you’ve 
selected is five-star, yet some of your 
guests are more comfortable spending 
closer to a three-star price, make sure 
there is a variety of price points and 
options within a short distance from 
where you plan to get married.   

Doing this bit of soul searching with your 
soon-to-be husband or wife will be one 
of the first major decisions you make as 
a couple. No matter where you decide to 
tie-the-knot, enjoy the planning process! 

Yours truly,
Jennifer Stein

Follow Us: 
Twitter: @DestinationIDo
Facebook: facebook.com/
destinationidomag 
Instagram: @DestinationIDo
Website and Blog: destinationido.com & 
destinationido.com/blog
Pinterest: pinterest.com/destinationido P
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SPRING 2018: This flower and 
succulent crown is everything 
and a great alternative to the 
traditional veil. In a gown by Maria 
Korovilas and holding a bouquet 
created by Tupelo Tree, our bride 
is breathtaking. Her makeup is by 
Bee Bonnie and if you would like to 
see more of this “Scotland: Magic 
on the Isle of Skye” photo shoot, 
turn to page 50. This gorgeous 
image was captured by Danielle 
Coons Photography, planning and 
design by Mango Muse Events and 
stationery, art direction and styling 
by Momental Designs. 

SUMMER 2018: Twirling in her 
Lazaro by JLM Couture gown, our 
model is the epitome of grace and 
style. Shot on-site at Colony Palms 
Hotel in Palm Springs, California, 
her hair is by Davee Troublefield, 
makeup by Gabriella Shpirt of the 
Troublefield Lifestyle and earrings 
by Maria Elena Headpieces & 
Accessories. For more of our “Edgy 
Inspiration in Palm Springs” shoot, 
turn to page 72. Image captured 
by James + Schulze, planning and 
design by BrownHot Events and 
produced by The Bridal Bar.
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 MAGIC ON THE ISLE OF SKYE 

Scotlan d
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Can you imagine saying “I do” in a place more romantically named 
than the Isle of Skye? Located in the Highlands of Scotland, our 
talented vendor team took inspiration from the sprawling landscape. 
More specifically, the Quiraing on the Eastern coast of Skye served as 
the backdrop for a “moody and magical” photo shoot. It is here that 
the island’s mountainous interior combines with the rugged coast to 
create a breathtaking scene worthy of any nuptial celebration. The 
natural surroundings provided not only the source for gorgeous floral 
arrangements, but inspiration for the talented Kristy Rice of Momental 
Designs. Only the finest, handcrafted details would do for such a 
setting. Artistry and natural beauty go hand-in-hand to create this 
“Scotland: Magic on the Isle of Skye” photo shoot.

Scotlan d

PHOTOGRAPHER: DANIELLE 
COONS PHOTOGRAPHY 
PLANNING & DESIGN: MANGO 
MUSE EVENTS 
STATIONERY/ART DIRECTION/
STYLING: MOMENTAL DESIGNS

2.

1 & 2: Our stunning bride is 
striking in a Maria Korovilas 
gown with a bouquet and 
floral crown by Tupelo Tree. 
Her hair and makeup are by 
Bee Bonnie.
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3. 4.

5.
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6.

7. 8.

9.

3-9: The amazingly talented 
Kristi Rice with Momental 
Designs created the paper 
goods that included a 
three-dimensional, floral-
inspired seating chart and 
a hand painted stationery 
suite. Our bride is wearing 
a gown by Maria Korovilas 
and her hair and makeup 
are by Bee Bonnie. Her 
bouquet and his boutonniere 
are both by Tupelo Tree. 
The rustic tablescape was 
created using centerpieces 
with handpicked blooms by 
Tupelo Tree, a table courtesy 
of Virginias Vintage Hire and 
tableware rentals from The 
Green Cockatoo.
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10. 11.

12.

10-15: The Quiraing on the Isle of Skye in Scotland provided both backdrop 
and inspiration for these ceremony and reception scenes. The landscape 
inspired the stationery suite by Kristi Rice of Momental Designs as well as 
the cake by Isle of Skye Baking Co. The chairs and table are both courtesy 
of Virginias Vintage Hire and the tabletop details like stemware and crystal 
goblets are courtesy of The Green Cockatoo. Tupelo Tree created the table’s 
floral centerpiece, bride’s bouquet and floral crown and groom’s boutonniere. 
Our bride is lovely with hair and makeup by Bee Bonnie and in a dress by Maria 
Korovilas. Any guest would be thrilled to receive a welcome bag like this one – 
filled with cookies by Isle of Skye Baking Co., candles from Skye Candles, soap 
by Scottish Fine Soaps and chocolate from Coco Chocolatier.
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VENDORS: Photography: Danielle Coons Photography, 

daniellecoons.com, Planning & Design: Mango Muse Events, 

mangomuseevents.com, Stationery/Art Direction/Styling: 

Momental Designs, momentaldesigns.com, Venue/Setting: 

Quiraing on the Isle of Skye in Scotland, Floral Design: Tupelo 

Tree, tupelotree.co.uk, Videography: Greg Bell, gbell24.wixsite.

com/mrgregbell, Furniture Rentals: Virginias Vintage Hire, 

virginiasvintagehirescotland.co.uk, Tabletop Rentals: The 

Green Cockatoo, thegreencockatoo.com, Cake/Welcome Bag 

Cookies: Isle of Skye Baking Co., isleofskyebakingco.co.uk, Hair 

& Makeup: Bee Bonnie, beebonnie.com, Bride’s Gown: Maria 

Korovilas, mariakorovilas.com, Models: VSO Models, vsomodels.

com, Welcome Bag Candles: Skye Candles, skyecandles.co.uk, 

Welcome Bag Soap: Scottish Fine Soaps, scottishfinesoaps.com, 

Welcome Bag Chocolate: Coco Chocolatier, cocochocolate.

co.uk, Lollipops: Amborella Organics, amborellaorganics.com & 

Ornaments: Craftspring, craftspring.com

13. 

15.14.
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